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1. CHILE: POLITICAL CRISIS CONTINUES 

IN THE AFTERMATH OF THE TRANSPORT STRIKE AND VIOLENT 
DEMONSTRATIONS, CHILE'S DEFENSE MINISTER AND ARMY 
COMMANDER, GENERAL PRATS, SUBMITTED HIS RESIGNATION 
TO PRESIDENT ALLENDE. ACCORDING TO NEWS REPORTS, THE 
REMAINING FOURTEEN MEMBERS OF THE CABINET ALSO RE- 
SIGNED, BUT ALLENDE HAS ACCEPTED ONLY GEN. PRATS' 
RESIGNATION. (CONFIDENTIAL) SANTIAGO 3786 AND 
REUTER RNR 210. 8/23. 

2. FRANCE AND EUROPE - THE GERMAN CONNECTION 

IN ANALYZING FRANCE'S VIEWS ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE, 
EMBASSY PARIS SEES THE COUNTRY LOCKED INTO CONTRADICTORY 
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OF GERMANY. FRANCE PURSUES DETENTE WITH THE SOVIET UNION, 
YET SEES IN THE FRG'S OSTPOLITIK A GROWING DANGER OF 
GERMAN NEUTRALITY AND FEARS THAT THE US-USSR RAPPROCHE- 
MENT WEAKENS THE SECURITY OF EUROPE. FRANCE CONTINUES 
TO DEFEND ITS CONCEPT OF AN INDEPENDENT WESTERN EUROPE, 



BUT IT SUPPORTS THE RETENTION OF US TROOPS IN EUROPE, 
ESPECIALLY IN GERMANY, AND REFUSES TO COMMIT ITSELF TO 
COOPERATIVE EUROPEAN DEFENSE ACTIVITIES. (SECRET) PARIS 
22562, 8/23 (NOFORN). 

3. FRANCE MOVING TOWARD EUROPEAN DEFENSE COOPERATION? 

THE CHIEF OF THE NATO OFFICE IN THE ITALIAN MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE HAS TOLD EMBASSY ROME THAT THE FRENCH SEEM TO 
BE MOVING TOWARD SUBSTANTIVE DISCUSSIONS ON EUROPEAN 
DEFENSE COOPERATION. THE OFFICIAL COMMENTED THAT 
FRANCE'S MOTIVATION WAS STILL TO BE TESTED. (SECRET) 

ROME 8591, 8/23. RUSH 
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